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Phoenicians. Philistia has no harbors, but has a broad maritime plain, 
and is traversed by the trade-routes to Egypt; hence the early civiliza- 
tion of the Philistines and their lack of permanent national character- 
istics. 

In regard to the climate, the author holds that there has been a 
pulsatory variation in rainfall within historic times. The proof of this 
he finds (i) in the greater density of population in antiquity, (2) the 
disappearance of forests, (3) the abandonment of trade-routes, (4) the 
presence of ancient cisterns, reservoirs, and bridges in now arid regions, 
and (5) the elevated beaches of the Dead Sea, which prove that in 
antiquity its waters stood at higher levels than at present. At the 
beginning of the Christian era the rainfall was copious. About 600 
a.d. it was slight. It increased during the Middle Ages, but declined 
again about 1200 a.d. At present it is again slight. The increasing 
aridity of the seventh century was the cause of the great Muhammadan- 
Arab migration; that of the thirteenth century of the Mongol migration. 
Carrying the analogy back into earlier times, it is probable that the 
migrations which brought the Amorites, the Aramaeans, and the 
Nabataeans out of the desert into the more fertile adjacent regions coin- 
cided with periods of increasing aridity in Western Asia. 

This book may unhesitatingly be recommended as one of the most 
important recent contributions to the geography of Palestine. 

Lewis B. Paton 
Hartford Theological Seminary 



BIBLICAL GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY 

Professor Kent is widely known through the many valuable publica- 
tions in which he has brought to the attention of Bible students every- 
where the methods and results of the modern study of the Bible. His 
latest contribution is a volume on Biblical Geography and History, in 
which he furnishes in compact, clear, and attractive form a statement of 
"all the significant facts" that the Bible student should know in order 
to appreciate fully the literature and history of the Bible. 1 As usual, 
Professor Kent has performed his task well. 

The book is divided into two parts: I, "Physical Geography," 
chaps, i-ix; and II, "Historical Geography," chaps, x-xxv. The first 
part gives a clear and vivid picture of the important physical character- 
istics of Bible lands in general, more especially of Palestine. Special 

1 Biblical Geography and History. By Charles Foster Kent. New York. 
Scribner, 1911. 296 pages. $1.5°- 
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attention may be called to chap, ix, dealing with the historical signifi- 
cance of the great highways of the Biblical world, which "were thus the 
natural bonds that bound together the human race in one common 
brotherhood." The second part presents the chief characters, move- 
ments, and events of Bible history to the close of Paul's missionary 
journeys. The progress of the history is viewed from the standpoint of 
historical geography, the author always being careful to point out the 
influence of geographical features upon the historical development. 
Everywhere the writer makes use of the results of recent explorations 
and excavations in Palestine, Egypt, and other lands. The capacity 
and needs of the ordinary, intelligent Bible student are constantly kept 
in mind, so tha,t the treatment is popular in the best sense of the term; 
at the same time there is on every page abundant evidence of the 
thoroughgoing scholarship of the author. 

The maps prepared with much care and embodying the latest results 
of explorations and excavations are a valuable feature of the book; 
and the student who desires to pursue more extensive studies will find 
the bibliography in Appendix I very useful. It is only natural that in 
a few cases questions may be raised concerning the correctness of the 
author's opinion, as, for example, his outline of events during the early 
post-exilic period. This is simply due to the absence of definite infor- 
mation, when conjecture must have a part in any scheme of reconstruc- 
tion. But these cases are very few, and on the whole the book may be 
most highly recommended, and it should have a place in the library of 
every serious student of the Bible. 

Frederick Carl Eiselen 
Garrett Biblical Institute 
Evanston, III. 



THE MESSIANTSM OF JESUS 

The center of interest in New Testament study continues to be the 
person, mission, and message of the historical Jesus. We are constantly 
being placed under obligations to scholars who are devoting their best 
energies to the task of attempting to rediscover, as far as possible, the 
facts about that supreme personality who stands at the heart of our 
revelation of the Father. The problem is a difficult one and he would 
be bold indeed who ventured to say that a clear solution was yet in sight. 
The importance of the subject, however, causes those who are interested 
to hail with delight a book which promises to furnish a clue as to the 



